The 2010 Mini Palma Match

What is the Mini Palma, after all?

The Mini Palma match (let’s abbreviate it as “MP”) is a long standing, prone rifle match fired between teams from the New England states and Canada’s Maritime Provinces.  This year it will be fired at Reading Rifle on 11 September 2010.  Keep reading to learn how to be on the team.

How do I get ongoing information about these matches?

If you are at all interested in the Mini Palma or its “benefit” match, get on the email list by contacting Jim Hahn at “hahn_02493@yahoo.com”.  I will keep you informed! I will try to start this email list off with everybody I know who has been on the team in the past. 

Formal match bulletins will be available in April or so, and will be sent to everyone on the email list.

OK, so what’s the Mini Palma BENEFIT Match?

This match serves three purposes.  First, it’s a way to earn some money to host the actual MP.  Second, it provides the coaches and team members of the Mini Palma team an opportunity to practice under true match conditions.  Third, it’s just one more way for all of us prone shooters to get out and have fun shooting on a Sunday.

When is the MP Benefit match?  And what’s it all about?

The MP Benefit match will be fired on Sunday, 29 August 2010, at Reading Rifle.  Starting time 9am.  You will fire three 20 shot strings at 600 yards. Any rifle, any sight.  F-class welcome.

The members of the actual Mini Palma team will be firing as a 5 man, coached team, using iron sights.  This will be a standard individual string fired match.  If any five people wish to get together and shoot as a team, that’s great.  Hopefully, all Mini Palma team members will show up for this practice.

Some details are a bit sketchy right now and the following may change:  Cost is $25.  Pullers may not be available. 

This Benefit match is NOT a qualifying match to join the team.

OK, so how do I get on the real Mini Palma team?

The team will be made up from the best shooters we can assemble.  After all, we DO want to whip the Canadians’ asses. 

In order to find out who those best shooters are, we need to know how well you shoot.  Simply keep track of your 600 yard (or longer) scores from 60 shot (or 45 if it’s a Palma) formal matches shot anywhere in 2010.  Get that information into Jim Hahn’s hands by any of the following means:


Hand them to him when you see him at a match. Or call him.


Email them: hahn_02493@yahoo.com


Mail them to Jim Hahn:  83 Viles Street, Weston MA  02493

I would like to see your top three 60 shot (or 45 shot Palma) match results.

Please note that your qualifying scores need to be shot with a .308 rifle, iron sights, using the 155 grain bullet. The Mini Palma itself will be shot this way.

About a week before the MP Benefit Match, we will look at scores to determine the ten firing team members plus one alternate.  You will be contacted one way or the other about who made the team. 

Why do you need so much money to run the actual Mini Palma?

The location of the match bounces back and forth between Canada and the USA.  The “visiting team” has a bunch of expenses in driving to the match and paying for motels and such.  This typically costs each visiting team member a few hundred dollars.  

As a result, the “home team” picks up all the costs of match fees and pullers.  Plus, the home team completely pays for a banquet for everybody. That’s what costs money.

Mini Palma team members will be asked to kick in money to help pay for the banquet and other match expenses if we run short of funds.
Hey, I’m not good enough to be on the team!

One slot on the team is reserved for a wild card entry.  Someone will be chosen for the team who has never shot on the team in previous years. This person will fire in the match, not be an alternate. You definitely have a shot at being on the team!

Call me with any questions or ideas.
Sincerely,

Jim Hahn

Cell phone: 617-921-5226

Email: hahn_02493@yahoo.com

